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Its populatmn is about

250,000. 1t is a centre of

-diversity - and mclusnut_y.-
It’s ‘not Vaughan, but
Vaughan could learn a lot
from Haifa,  says
Councillor Sandra Yeung
Racco.”

The. fambus c1ty m1g‘1t

also serve as an .ideal
model of coexistence the
world at-large could 1earn
from, too. o

"Racco. and her  hus-
band, - Thornhill .MPP
Marié Racco, recently
pa1d a visit to Israel and
were struck by the degreé
of peaceful coexistence
among disparate religious
groups in Haifa in partic-
ular.

“Hdifais a very chverse ‘
says Sandra, “but.

place,”
-what.is so unigue about it
is how peacefully the var-
ious groups live with one
another,. be .they Jews,
Christians, Muslims,

Bahd'i, or.what havc you.”
To showcase its diver-
sity and policy of toler-

ance, the city holds a reg--
‘ular Festlval of - -Lights’
brings together all of the

which celebrates.

faith fraditions.

-Haifa is alse the home:

of the’ Bahdl World
Centre, a massive com-
plex which sérves as the

réligion’s global admiiis-
- trative centre. It fedtures

shrines, .terraces and an

" intricaté garden’ network.

Adherents of the faith,
which itself- purports that
all"religions afe meant to

live in peaceful coexis- .

tence and come together
as one," spent mﬂhons ‘to-

‘craft thé i impressive site.

Sandra and Mano went
to Israel after many years
of considering the idea.

“We have expressed an

.interest in goihg for quite
some time,’

* she says. “We
wanted 1o cultivate a.
stronger understandmg of
the Jew1sh faith, hentage

and peopie. .

While en’ route to.
Istael, a chance meeting
. with a constituent with

ties to Haifa meant Sandra

and Mario had the chance .
_ to ot .only. visit the town,

but- to meet the mayor of
the city, Yona Yahav. o
On their trip;, the pair

learned that Haifa is also'a’

centre of high-tech pros-

perity. The city has-desig- |

nated a certain area .of

“town @ “high, tech cam--
pus” and has succeeded in

drawing plenty of innova-
tive, talented minds from

“around the world. - ,
“It was incredible to
- behold,” says Sa.ndra of

her experience m Haifa.
“Especially-given the fact
the Middle East is known

as a. violent place with a-
lot of animosity, to see

this centre of peace-in the
heart.of the area was very
inspiring,

“1 hope'we e able to’
live in harmony the way

they do.”

‘Thanks. to her eye-
opening’ experience,
Sandra "is preparing a
report on the idea of twin-

ning Vaugh_an- _agd Haifa

L

1o forge ‘stronger links

between the cities.

Now, if an oasis of
peaceful coéxistence can
thrive’ in the heart of the
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:Counc:llor Sandra Yeung Racco, and her husband Thomhili MPP Mario Racco,
_recently travelled to Israel. They were particularly :mpressed with the level of
peaceﬁ:l coexrstence among the various rej.rgious g?oups.

maelstrom - that is - the

. Middle East, isn’tit fair to

suggest such a near-utopia
could be reahzed in any
corner of the globe? -



